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IMMEDIATELY
NEW FIRE ALARM PROCEDURES
INITIATED AT UNIVERSITY
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MibSOULA-Due to an increase in the number of false fire alarms in the residence halls at the
University of Montana in Missoula, a new policy relating to fire alarms and procedures
has been developed by the UM administration, the Missoula City Fire Department and the
State Fire Marshal's office.
Commenting on the false alarm problem, Thomas H. Hayes, director of housing at UM,
said:

"The essence of the problem is the unwillingness of residents to evacuate (campus

dormitories) when an alarm is pulled.

This problem has been compounded by the fact that

the delay systems which have traditionally been used in the newer residence halls were
deactivated at the request of the Fire Marshal's office, resulting in a general alarm
each time an alarm is sounded."
Basic components of the new fire alarm policy are:
--Existing delay systems in the UM residence halls will be reactivated.
--Every alarm will initiate a call to the local fire department.

The staff member

or student initiating the call will identify the alarm as a false alarm, a possible
false alarm, a possible fire, or a legitimate fire.

In every instance the Missoula City

Fire Department will respond by sending one truck, except in the case where the alarm
refers to a genuine fire.
--The State Fire Marshal's office and the Missoula Fire Marshal's office will assist
the residence halls staff in resetting the delay system, retraining staff members in use
of the system and updating evacuation procedures.
--One fire drill will be conducted in every campus residence hall each quarter. The
Missoula City Fire Department has agreed to participate in these drills.
--Upon apprehending individuals who have initiated false fire alarms, the Missoula
Fire Marshal will initiate criminal proceedings, and the UM Director of Housing will
initiate University conduct proceedings.
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